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COSTA RICA  
Back to School 2010! - The school year in Costa Rica got off to an exciting 

start with Aprender y Crecer benefiting 12 schools that each received a donation of 

school supplies for approximately 6,000 students. Two of these schools just recently 

became part of our program and received the donation for the first time. We give a 

cordial welcome to Escuela Cristóbal Colón located in Heredia and Napoleón 

Quesada Kindergarten located in Zapote. 

 

Five more schools will join the Aprender y Crecer program in mid-2010: Escuela 

Jorge Volio, Escuela de Lindora, Escuela Maurilio Soto, Escuela Presbítero Ricardo 

Salas y Escuela San Luis.  These additions were made possible by donations given by 

PriceSmart members during the Juntos por la Educación fundraising campaign. 
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HONDURAS  
Safe Schools! - Recent natural disasters and tragedies around the 

world allowed the Aprender y Crecer school committees in 

Tegucigalpa and San Pedro Sula to take advice and recommendations 

related to safety and emergency preparedness from PriceSmart 

personnel. They were explained how each club has trained staff, 

created evacuation plans, and designated emergency exits. As a direct 

result of these visits schools committed to contact other organizations 

to help them establish and put into practice an emergency plan for 

their school. This initiative will help us have safer and better prepared 

schools. Thank you PriceSmart!! 

 
 

 

EL SALVADOR  
Welcome! ς With the beginning of the school year 2010, Escuela 

Cantón El Cimarrón joins the Aprender y Crecer program in El Salvador. This 

school, located in the department of La Libertad, has approximately 690 

students from preschool to ninth grade. All of the students, teachers and 

parents received school supplies, educational materials and cleaning 

supplies, so that from here on they can focus on a quality education 

encapsulated by the five program objectives. 

 

We give this school the warmest welcome and appreciate all the effort and 

enthusiasm with which they have initiated the activities of this program. 

 

The mission of Aprender y Crecer (Learning & Growing) is to improve educational and life opportunities 
for students by forming partnerships with public elementary schools where Price Charities provides 
school supplies and materials so that principals, teachers, parents and students can focus on quality 
teaching and learning. 

Aprender y Crecer was created in 2006 by Price Charities, a public operating foundation based in San 
Diego, California.  Founders Sol and Robert Price began the operation of PriceSmart membership 
warehouse clubs in Central America in 1994. 

 

mailto:jbarron@pricecharities.org
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NICARAGUA  
More happy faces ς The elementary school Flor de Pino, with 550 students, 

located in one of the neediest neighborhoods in the capital of Nicaragua, started as 

part of the Aprender y Crecer program this year, receiving a donation of school 

materials for all students, didactic material for each teacher and cleaning supplies for 

the whole school for the year.  

 

During the distribution it was amazing to see the satisfaction, joy and happiness 

reflected in the faces of all the students when they received their package of school 

supplies.  Making even more of an impact were the faces of the mothers, fathers and 

tutors while observing their children´s look of hope towards a better future through 

their education. 

 

hƴŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƘŀǊŜŘΣ ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǎƻ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀt even with 

our needs we have support from others to commit us to motivate our children to 

ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻǳǊǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΦέ 

 

PANAMA  
The Innovation Fair – To find different ways for schools in 

the program to share some of the many projects done by 

students, where they showed their skills and at the same 

time reinforced their learning, Aprender y Crecer in Panama 

organized the first Innovation Fair.  

 

The nine schools sponsored by the Aprender y Crecer in 

Panama City participated in the fair that took place at 

Escuela El Japón. We received the visit of the Vice-Minister 

of Education, Prof. Mirna de Crespo, who was very pleased 

with the presentations of projects shown by the schools, 

made with materials donated by the program. 

 
 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
Program Start! – Dominican Republic receives with great joy the 
beginning of Aprender y Crecer in the country. 
 
This program will begin with four schools; two in Santo Domingo city 
and two in Santiago city, benefiting over 2,400 students and teachers. 
 
As in other countries, the Dominican Republic hopes to maximize the 
opportunity to increase the quality of education while it implements 
new strategies that will optimize the use of the donated materials.  
 
In addition, these schools may direct most of their efforts on actions 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
community to get more effectively involved in the education of their 
sons and daughters. 
 

 
 

www.aprenderycrecer.org 


